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9-10 October  2017, Athens, Greece  
�

Hosted by: 
Institute of Biology, Medicinal Chemistry & Biotechnology (IBMCB) 

National Hellenic Research Foundation, Athens, Greece 
� �

Conference Organizers: 

Dr Alexander Pintzas, Director of IBMCB-NHRF  
Institute of Biology, Medicinal Chemistry & Biotechnology 
E-mail: apint@eie.gr 

Professor Em. Nikolaos Venizelos 
School of Health & Medical Sciences (SHMS), Örebro University 
E-mail: nikolaos.venizelos@oru.se�
 
Conference Venue :�
Amphitheatre "Leonidas Zervas", National Hellenic Research Foundation  
48, Vassileos Constantinou Avenue, Athens, Greece (www.eie.gr) 
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08:30-09:00 Registration  

09:00-09:15 Day 1- Welcome  
Introduction to the Conference - Opening salutation 
Dr. Vassilios Gregoriou, Director and Chairman of the Board, NHRF 
Dr Alexandros Pintzas, Director of IBMCB-NHRF  
Prof. Nikolaos Venizelos, School of Medical Sciences, ÖRU  

Session 1 Ongoing research activities between ÖRU and NHRF 
Chair: Prof. Magnus Grenegård, Dr Stathis Gonos 

09:15-09:30 Dr Maria Chatzidaki 
Research Fellow at IBMCB-NHRF 

Biocatalytically modified bioactive molecules: 
Antioxidant activity in media with different 
polarities. 

09:30-09:45 Dr Marianthi Logotheti 
Research Fellow at IBMCB-NHRF 

Advancing exploration in the field of 
neuropsychiatric disorders though innovative 
fusion of novel experimental and 
computational methods.  

09:45-10:00 Ms Marianthi Sakellari 
PhD student at ÖRU/NHRF 

Functional analysis of the proteasome in 
eukaryotic organisms. 

 Keynote Lectures 

10:00-10:45 Prof. Theodore Fotsis 
FORTH/IMBB-BR and UoI 

Vasculogenesis and Angiogenesis: Basic 
Mechanisms and Medical Translation. 

10:45-11:15 Coffee Break 

Session 2 New prospects in the cooperation between ÖRU and NHRF 
Chair: Prof. Per-Erik Olsson, Dr Michael N. Alexis 

 Cardiovascular Research Centre (CVRC), ÖRU 

11:15-11:45 Prof. Magnus Grenegård 
Head of CVRC 

Collaborative Research Projects: benefits and 
challenges. 

11:45-12:00 Docent Karin Franzen Drug discovery against atherosclerosis and 
thrombosis – an example of collaboration 
between NHRF and ÖRU  

 Inflammatory Response and Infection Susceptibility Centre (iRiSC), ÖRU 

12:00-12:15 Assist. Prof. Alexander Persson iRiSC Inflammasome Research- an update. 

12:15-12:30 Docent Mikael Ivarsson Biomimicry- The use of the wisdom of nature. 
Two projects in medicine. 

  Nutrition-Gut-Brain Interactions Research Centre (NGBI), ÖRU 

12:30-12:45 Docent Ignacio ���"��  Unravelling the gut-brain axis: the role of the 
microbiota. 

12:45-13:00 Prof. Nikolaos Venizelos 
 

Collaborative research projects on 
Experimental neuropscychiatry-new prospects. 

13:00-13:15 Dimitra Gorgoli, MD, Psychiatrist, UoA Inflammation and Psychiatric Disorder: how is 
it linked to non-responders? Protocol Draft 
Presentation 

13:15-14:00 Lunch Break 

 The Life Science Centre, ÖRU 

14:00-14:30 Prof. Per-Erik Olsson Research at the Life Science Centre 

 



� �� �� ����	
��������
���
�����
������������������������� ���������������������� � �
�

�

H�

 Institute of Biology, Medicinal Chemistry and Biotechnology (IBMCB) – NHRF 

14:30-14:45 Dr Olga Papadodima Characterisation of somatic mutations in 
Greek patients with cutaneous melanoma. 

14:45-15:00 Dr Dimitra Mitsiou Development of Selective Glucocorticoid 
Receptor Agonists: from virtual screening to 
evaluation of their anti-inflammatory action 

15:00-15:15 Dr Vassiliki Pletsa Prebiotics and Gut Microbiota in health and 
disease: the case of � -glucans. 

15:15-15:30 Dr Panagiotis Zoumpoulakis Metabolomics reveal the importance of 
maternal habitual diet to embryos and infants. 

15:30-15:45 Coffee Break 

Session 3 Brain storming & Working groups  

15:45-18:30 Individual meetings between Researchers from Örebro University and NHRF. 
Division into groups. 
Group 1:  Cardiovascular – Inflammation 

(Maria Koufaki#, Karin Fransén, Magnus Grenegård, Allan Sirsjö, Dimitra 
Mitsiou, Evangelia D. Chrysina, Dimitra Pournara, Eftichia Kritsi) 

Group 2:  Wound healing – Inflammation – Biomimicry   
(Niki Chondrogianni#, Mikael Ivarsson, Alexander Persson) 

Group 3:  Nutrition, Gut and Brain Interactions 
(Vassiliki Pletsa#, Ignacio Rangel, Jessica Johansson, Nikolaos Venizelos, 
Aristotelis Chatziioannou, Panagiotis Georgiadis, Panagiotis Zoumpoulakis, 
Manto Kyriacou, Marianthi Logotheti, Evi Mitsiou) 

 

20:00 Conference Dinner  

�
�

*�������
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��� ������
��/6 �� �26/9� )�  

Session 4 Future cooperation & Strategic plan for 2016-2020 
Chair: Dr Michael Alexis, Prof. Magnus Grenegård 

09:00-09:30 EU funding opportunities in Life Sciences (Horizon 2020 & upcoming FP9) 
Dr Sosanna Kolyva, Department of Development, Hellenic Pasteur Institute. Representative 
of Greece in the SC1 "Health, Demographic Change and Well Being" 
 

09:30-10:15 Conclusions from the Brainstorming & Working groups 
Rapporteur from each working group 
 

10:15-11:15 Round table discussion 
- Dr. Vassilios Gregoriou, Director and Chairman of the Board, NHRF 
- Dr Alexander Pintzas, IBMCB, NHRF 
- Prof. Allan Sirsjö, CVRC, ÖRU  
- Prof. Per-Erik Olsson, LSC, ÖRU 
- Prof. Nikolaos Venizelos, NGBI, ÖRU 
- Prof. Fragiskos Kolisis, NTUA  
 
Open discussion with all participants from ÖRU and NHRF to set the goals for the future 
 

11:15-11:30 Closing remarks 
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